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- - WASHINGTON.— 

SAAC KLEINERMAN, a CBS News 
producer, took a camera crew 
^ through the South recently to develop 
material for a documentary on the prob- 
lems of children in America. He hoped 
ito arrange an interview with a mother 
^n'ho* could describe vividly how tlie wel- 
fare system, with its prohibitions against 
payments to familes with working fath- 
ers, has encouraged the breakup of 
homes. 

f; He finally found just such a woman. 
She was a welfare client who spoke elo- 
quently from experience of the system’s 
inequities. She agreed to be interviewed 
cn camera, but only with her face 
averted and with absolute assurances 
she would not be identified by name. She 
had been secretly harboring her husband 
in her home and feared this would be 
discovered if she spoke out publicly. 

’ Although promises to withhold names 
H have traditionally been routine in jour- 
nalism, Kleinerman called CBS head- 
quarters in New York to check. The mat- 
ter was referred to the legal department 

* ; where the judgment was swift. Kleiner- 

man was told not to give the requested 
Assurance. The interview was canceled. 

£B§’s lawyers were reacting to the Su- 
preme Court’s S-to-4 decision last June 
29, in the so-called Caldwell case, that 
%e First Amendment gives journalists 
no right to conceal the identity of their 

* - sources of information from a grand 

jury. The court acted simultaneously in 
three cases of newsmen who had been 
' "subpenaed to appear before grand juries 
to expand upon information that was in 



^meir siones. 

:t«v; Two 0 f the reporters, Earl Caldwell of 
•*? The New York Times and Paul Pappas 
- ■* of WTEV-TV in New Bedford, Mass.; had 
gained access to the inner workings of 
the Black Panther party. The other, Paul 
> ' Branzburg of Hie Louisville Courier- 
Journal, had published an inside story' on 
the drug trade which named no names. 
' L All three refused to identify their sources 
or to breach other confidences which 
< i they felt had made their reports possible 
« i n the. first place. 

'tot? Pappas and Branzburg were also or- 
dered to testify by state courts and ap- 
,. lV pealed to the Supreme Court. Caldwell 
was excused from testifying first by the 
?\: Federal District Court in San Francisco 
and subsequently by the Ninth Circuit 
Court of Appeals, which ruled that even 
r his appearance behind the closed doors 
. of a grand jury room would damage his 
credibility with his Black Panther 
( sources. The Government appealed his 
case to the Supreme Court. 

*' i o PEAKING F0R ™ E majority > 

Justice Byron R .White wrote, “We 
^ are asked ... to grant newsmen a 
testimonial priviledge that other citizens 
'V do not enjoy. This we decline to do . . . 
We cannot accept the argument that the 
public interest in possible future news 
* ’ about crime from undisclosed, unverified 
sources must take precedence over the 
public interest in prosecuting those 
-crimes reported to the press by inform- 
‘ ants . . 

H; 1 Speaking for three of the four dissen- 
ters, Justice Potter Stewart argued that 
the Court “invites state and Federal au- 
thorities to undermine the historic inde- 



